
Honeysuckle Creek, during Deep Space days, from the Collimation Tower. Photo by Colin Schmutter, circa 1979.
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Mercury Space Tracking Station Number 9 at Red Lake, north of Woomera, South Australia. 
This transparency from the Tidbinbilla archives. The Telemetry station was built near the Range’s 
existing FPS-16 Radar to utilise its tracking capabilities.                Red = Australian public holidays.
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Scans by Colin Mackellar unless indicated. 
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Carnarvon space trackers Jack Stewart, Colin Death and Frank McRae hold the reins of “St. Mondray”, the 
racehorse they bought with Wilson Tuckey, publican of Tuckey’s Port Hotel and Shire President.
1965. NASA photo B-65-79, preserved by Lewis Wainwright. With thanks to Cathy Wainwright www.honeysucklecreek.net
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2025 marks the 60th anniversary of the Opening of Tidbinbilla (Deep Space Instrumentation Facility 
– DSIF42) by Prime Minister Sir Robert Menzies, on 19th March 1965.  Frames from Department of 
Supply footage. Right: Cover of the Opening Day booklet.               17th:  Honeysuckle opening 1967. www.honeysucklecreek.net
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Testing for RF interference at the proposed Honeysuckle Creek site in October 1964.  
At least two other sites near Captains Flat in NSW were also being evaluated but Honeysuckle was the eventual 
choice.  Transparency from the Tidbinbilla archives.
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At DSS41 Island Lagoon, Woomera, in 1964, Pat Delgado holds brightly coloured balloons meant to 
scare away galahs which had been destroying the styrofoam covers of the Acquisition Aid. 
Scan by Jan Delgado. www.honeysucklecreek.net
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Carnarvon, April 1963 – Well-earned liquid refreshments at the end of a long day in the sun.
Workers are erecting the frame of what appears to be the FPQ-6 Radar building. 
Transparency from the Tidbinbilla archives. www.honeysucklecreek.net
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On Friday 11 July 1969, Deputy Station Director Ian Grant, Station Director Tom Reid and Operations Supervisor 
Ken Lee review preparations for the imminent Apollo 11 mission.  Photo: Australian News and Information 
Service, scanned by the National Archives of Australia. With thanks to Bec Bigg-Wither.
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Honeysuckle Creek’s 26-meter antenna points at the Collimation Tower in damp, early-morning mist. 
Photo: Hamish Lindsay. www.honeysucklecreek.net
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Carnarvon Station Director Lewis Wainwright welcomes Sigma 7 and Gemini 6 astronaut  Wally Schirra 
in March 1966. Schirra is about to leave his handprints in wet cement as a memento of his visit. Next to 
him is Shire President Wilson Tuckey. At far left is Engineer Monte Sala. Transparency by John Lambie. www.honeysucklecreek.net
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The former Orroral Valley 26-metre antenna and cherrypicker continue to enjoy a new life at the University of 
Tasmania’s Mount Pleasant Radio Observatory. When Orroral closed in 1985, the antenna was dismantled and 
shipped to Tasmania, being reopened in May 1986. Photo: Colin Mackellar, May 2024. www.honeysucklecreek.net
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DSS41 Island Lagoon, some time after the conversion to S-Band configuration.  
The Baker-Nunn Camera building is on the upper right. The photo was used on the station’s final 
Christmas card in 1972.  This copy preserved by Hamish Lindsay.   www.honeysucklecreek.net
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At left, Bruce Cameron monitors Honeysuckle Creek’s Power Amplifier panels. 
Len Litherland (centre) and Eric Gadd man the Receiver-Exciters. 
Hamish Lindsay took the photo on 15th February 1967.  This copy preserved by Tom Reid. www.honeysucklecreek.net

xx


